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Maturation

Some behavior patterns appear only after a specific 
developmental stage or time. This stage or time is 
called maturation.

Example:

In humans, The voice of males changes at the time of 
puberty.



Genes are responsible for maturation in behavior





Gene selection



Instincts and learning

 Instincts:

The inherited 
behavior is called instincts.

 Learning:

The 
change of behavior by life  
experience is called 
learning.



Extinct/learning Interaction



Example of nut cracking behavior



IMPRINTING

 The attachment of a young animal toward another 
animal or object is called imprinting.

 It is a rapid learning process.

 The attachment is formed soon after hatching or 
birth.








